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G A ALIYEV
1. We have been asked to provide a brief for Mr Thorn's office regarding the status
of the First Party Secretary of Azerbajjan.
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| R. As recently as 81 August 1979, Aliyev was awarded the title of Hero of Socialist

| Labour for his services to economic development in his republic, notably achieving
inoreases in productivity and Plan fulfilment. It is reported that Aliyev is highly
regarded by Brezhnev., Taking leadership of the Party in 1969, and with it

| responsibility for a moribund republic, he has largely triumphed in improving
economic performance. He has won broad public support through concerted efforts
to improve living conditions, investment in housing, eduocation, health and public
services. He has tackled the most serious consumer food problems, including meat
supply. Among ordinary Azerbajjanis, who perceive they are treated as second
plass within the Soviet Union, there is a widely held impression that Aliyev is prepared

nd up for local interests against Moscow.
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e Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union in Moscow.

much of his emphasis is breast cancer and leukaemias
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5. Alijyev is notable that he personally lives modestly and rejects many of the
trappings of power that are enjoyed so ostentatiously by his peers across the Soviet
Union. He has oriticised senior compades who live “gilded lives™ and been vooal that

Party leaders should live their lives beyond reproach.
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(Michael Butler)




